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CPS Secondary School Counseling Unit’s Individual Lesson Plan (ILP)  
 
Our CPS Mission Statement:  
Every child will graduate from high school prepared to succeed in college and the global economy.  
 
Our Secondary School Counseling Mission Statement: 
The mission of CPS Counseling is to implement a comprehensive developmental guidance program incorporating the evidence-based ASCA 
National Model framework that promotes success for all students by focusing on academic achievement, college and career planning, and 
social and emotional development. 
 
How the Individual Learning Plan (ILP) supports our District’s Mission:  
An ILP is a formalized plan and process that involves students setting goals based on personal, academic and career interests, beginning in 9th 
grade in continuing throughout high school with the close support of adult mentors that include parents, counselors, coaches, and teachers 
(Adapted from the New Jersey Department of Education).  Students with concrete plans are more likely not only to graduate from high school 
but also to enroll in postsecondary education. 
 
ILP Rationale:  
To provide a roadmap that reflects each student’s unique set of interests, needs, graduation requirements, and college/career goals.  
 
ILP Implementation:  
Students, in consultation with responsible adults (parent/guardian, school counselor, college/career coach, and advisor/teacher) will establish 
academic, career, and personal/social goals.  In addition students will develop action steps to achieve these goals, and reflect on their progress 
each year.  School Counselors will coordinate and provide structured activities across all three American School Counselor (ASCA) domains, 
based on ASCA’s National Standards, to assist students in developing and reviewing their Individual Learning Plans.  ILP Milestones will also 
be completed each year in What’s Next Illinois, where students’ digital ILP portfolios will be housed.  
 
What our district has included in the Individual Learning Plan:  
The Results of State Survey on Individual Learning Plans (Naviance, February 2009), identified 12 Common Key Characteristics of State 
Individualized Learning Plans:  

• Academic planner 
• Integrated career exploration including valid assessment 
• Updated annually 
• Student reflection 
• Student strengths and needs 
• Community Service Learning 
• Academic, career, personal goals identified 
• Resume builder 
• ILP shared with student, parent, counselor, and teacher 
• Personality and learning style assessments 
• Action plan with deadlines 
• Referrals for learning support 

 
Additionally we examined several district ILP models, various state studies, and gathered feedback from our CPS Counselors working across 
the district.  We have incorporated all of this information into our Individual Learning Plan.  
 
What about students with special needs? 
Students with Individualized Education Plans (IEP’s) will be able to transfer their IEP goals into their ILP portfolio. 
 
How will the ILP be rolled out? 
All CPS high schools will begin Individual Learning Plans with their freshmen in the fall of 2011 (class of 2015).  The Office of College and 
Career Preparation will be conducting evaluations and audits in the spring of 2012 and again in the summer of 2012 to ensure that every student  
in the class of 2015 has a concrete Individual Learning Plan.  Each student from the class of 2015 forward will be expected to have an 
Individual Learning Plan updated and reviewed annually during each year of their high school career. 
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Tracking students’ progress through an ILP 

 
What’s Next Illinois (WNI) is the district’s free web-based high school, college and career planning tool.  CPS students grades 6-
12 have access to it.   
 
In order to monitor and track student completion of activites that will help students develop concrete college and career plans, 
activities in the Individual Learning Plans (ILP), the district will use What’s Next Illinois. 
 
Below are some of the What’s Next Illinois metrics we monitor on a monthly basis: 
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9th Grade ILP 
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9th Grade ILP page 2 
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10th Grade ILP 
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10th Grade ILP, page 2 
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11th Grade ILP 
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11th Grade ILP, page 2 
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12th Grade ILP 
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12th Grade ILP, page 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

14

 



 

 
 

15

Accessing Your What’s Next Illinois Professional or Administrative Account: Staff Login 
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WNI Student Login Instructions 
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WNI Student Password Reset Instructions 
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Instructions for Creating Customized Milestones 
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WNI ILP Reports 

 
What’s Next Illinois Reports: Track the ILP progress of your students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once the ILP Milestones 
are set, all you need to do 
is  
1. Select the Milestones 

Tracking Report  
2. Identify which grade 

level you’d like to 
report on (e.g. 9th),  

3. View results 
4. Export results as an 

Excel file 
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Student Instructions for Accessing Individual Learning Plan (ILP) Milestones 
 
 
 
 

1. Login to What’s Next Illinois 
2. Click Your Planning Milestones  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. View Your Planning Milestones 
4. Click the Milestone that your teacher assigns. 
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Student Instructions for Accessing 9th Grade ILP for the 1st Time in What’s Next Illinois: 
 

1. After logging into What’s Next Illinois, do the following: 
2. Go to High School Planning Tab 
3. Scroll to Worksheets  
4. Click 9th Grade ILP 
5. Once you complete a portion of the 9th Grade ILP, you will need to save it to the Desktop of your computer, then upload it to your  

Your Portfolio. 
6. To access your 9th Grade ILP that you have uploaded to your portfolio, you will need to click Your Portfolio 

 

 
 
Accessing 9th Grade ILP after it’s been uploaded to your Portfolio 
 

1. After logging into What’s Next Illinois, do the 
following: 

2. On the front page, under Your Portfolio 
3. Click Your Profile 
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Student Instructions for Uploading Documents to What’s Next Illinois: 
 

1. After logging into What’s Next Illinois, do the following: 
2. Go to Your Portfolio 
3. Click Your Profile 
4. Click Upload a document 
5. Click Browse 
6. Select File Source: Desktop, Flash Drive, etc. 
7. Click Identify File Name, then click Open 
8. Click Upload and Save 
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